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Protests'against'the'effects'of'classical'liberalism'and'capitalism'were
many'and'varied.'Not'all'of'these'developed'into'complete'ideologies,
but'they'reflected'the'general'discontent'of'the'times'among'various

groups'of'people.



Luddites
By#the#early#19th#century,#skilled#
textile#artisans#were#being#
replaced#by#machines#operated#by#
cheap,#relatively#unskilled#
labourers.#The#replaced#workers#
formed#a#protest#movement.#
Claiming#to#be#led#by#Ned#Ludd,#
who#was#thought#to#have#been#the#
first#person#to#have#destroyed#
industrial#machinery#in#1779,#
disgruntled#textile#workers#formed#
the#Army#of#Redressers#in#1811. Why do you think the Luddites chose to attack the machines being 

invented during this time? 
What did the machines represent?



Ned$Ludd

They%called%themselves%“Luddites”%
after Ned$Ludd,%a%young%apprentice%who%
was%rumored%to%have%wrecked%a%textile%
apparatus%in%1779.%There's%no%
evidence Ludd actually%existed—like%
Robin%Hood,%he%was%said%to%reside%in%
Sherwood%Forest—but%he%eventually%
became%the%mythical%leader%of%the%
movement



Army%of%Redressers

• Armies(of(Redressers(broke(into(factories(and(destroyed(over(200(of(the(
machines(that(would(make(their(labour redundant(and(threaten(their(
employment.(The(first(attacks(occurred(in(Nottingham.(The(idea(quickly(
caught(on,(and(the(movement(known(as(Luddism spread(across(the(
textile(industry.

• In#1817#British#government#suppresses#the#movement#using#force#and#the#law.#
The#government#responded#by#declaring#machine>breaking#a#capital#offence—
punishable+by+death—and#ordered#12#000#troops#into#the#areas#where#Luddites#
were#active.#Many(more(Luddites(were(killed(or(captured.(Those(captured(
were(either(executed(or(transported(to(penal(colonies.

• In its actions against the Luddites, what main principle of classical liberalism was the British government 
protecting through the use of force and the law?



Chartists

Chartism)was)a)working/class)movement)in)Britain)that)focused)on)
political)and)social)reform.)Flourishing)from)1838)to)1848,)Chartism)got)
its)name)from)the People’s(Charter(of(1838,)which)outlined)the)six)
essential)goals)of)the)movement:
• Universal)suffrage)for)all)men)over)21
• Equal/sized)electoral)districts
• Voting)by)secret)ballot
• An)end)to)the)need)for)property)qualifications)for)parliament
• Pay)for)Members)of)Parliament
• Annual)elections





For what main principle of liberalism were the Chartists fighting to have recognized?



Chartism

• The$major$initiative$of$the$Chartists$was$presenting$the$Charter$to$Parliament$in$
1839,$with$1.25$million$signatures.$The$House$of$Commons$rejected$the$Charter$
by$a$vote$of$235$to$46.$When$some$of$the$Chartist$leaders$threatened$to$call$a$
general$strike,$they$were$arrested$and$imprisoned$in$Newport,$Wales.$
• Their$supporters$marched$on$the$prison$demanding$the$release$of$their$leaders,$
at$which$point$troops$opened$fire$on$them,$killing$24$people$and$wounding$40.$A$
second$petition$with$3$million$signatures$was$rejected$in$1842.$The$rejection$of$a$
third$petition$in$1848$ended$the$movement,$and$many$of$the$Chartists$then$
channelled$their$efforts$into$socialist$movements.
• The$significance$of$the$Chartists$lies$in$their$demonstration$of$the$discontent$
that$gripped$Britain$at$the$time.$The$government$saw$them$as$an$unruly$mob$
reminiscent$of$the$French$Revolution,$but$most$of$their$demands$were$
eventually$implemented$in$the$Reform$Acts$of$1867$and$1884.


